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MERRY  CHRISTIES  ****"****♦.,*  . 

"We  approach  the  Christmas  season  of  19^  With  infixed  emo- 
tions.    So  many  of  us  have  loved  ones  far  away,' and  since, 
last  Christmas  grief  and  sorrow  have  been  visited  upon  a 
number  of  families  of  our  Branch.     However, the  busy. ..year 
has  brought  many  successes,  both..' in  our  immediate  official 
work  and  in  the  United  States T  undertakings  abroad. 


Ye 


have  reached  new  milestones  in  the  work  of  this  Branch, 
and  the  credit  for  these  achievements  properly  devolves, 
upon  the  personnel  of  the  various  Divisions  in  "Washington 
and  the  field  who  have  labored  such  long  h ours  unhesitat- 
ingly, unselfishly,  and  faithfully,  to  the  end  that  the 
work  of  the  Branch  would  be  most  efficient  and  helpful 
in  the  war  effort.     Let  us  hope  that  by  another  Christ- 
mas we  shall  have  entered  upon  the  long-sought  era  of 
M0n  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men."'  . 

*  .s*    #    *  * 


B  RANCH  _  OFF  I CE  NOTES  i  - 

Mr.  Meyer  is  on  the  Pacific  Goas^t,  where  he  addressed  the  convention  of  the 
Western  Growers  Association  last  Friday,     He  will  return  to  the  office  about  Decem- 
ber. 12. 

;   -  '  j2r * -IVilliams  spoke  at- the  meeting  of  the  National  Association  of  Marketing 
Officials  on  Wednesday.,"  explaining  the  present  organization  of  the  Branch  to  the 
group  and  outlined,  some'  of  the  policies  of  the  Branch. 

Mr.  1J.  E9.Fi  Conrad,  our  recently  designated  Assistant ' Chief  in  charge  of  Mar- 
.ket  Program  activities,  has  devoted  a  large  portion  of  his  time .recently  to  con-" 
ferences  relative  to  rationing,  -price  support  and  domestic  and  world  fruit  and  vege- 
table allocations. 

-  •      Just  a  reminder  to  all  personnel  -  This  'is  the  season  when  plans  are  being  made 
to  recruit  personnel  for  the  two  Inspection  Divisions.     If 'you  have  anyone  in  mind 
■who  you  feel  would  make  an  acceptable  addition  to  eithej*  Division,  please  advise 
this  office,  in  order  that  they  may  be  considered  in  connection 'with  indoctrination 
courses  which  will  be  held  this  winter  and  spring. 
PR£PER  USE  OF  WE  TEH0  "PRICE  SUPPORT" 

There  seems  to  Fe~a~tendency  "on~the  part  of  some  of  our  people,  as  well'.' as  .the 
trade,  to  use  the  term  "price  support"  to  apply  to  all  grower  prices  announced  by 
"7FA.     It  is  proper  to  refer  to. grower  prices  announced  by, *7FA  as  "support  prices" 
only  when  'We,  undertake  definite.:  programs- ..to.  assist  growers  in  "  obtaining  such  an- 
nounced grower  .prices .        ...  •  .   •>.       "  • 
For  example,  grower  " support . prices"  have  been  announced' for  certain  canning  crops j 
(i.e.,  tomatoes)  in  order  to  induce  growers  to  increase  production  to  meet  production 
goals. - -T/EA  widertook  to  assist  growers  in  receiving  such  prices  on  contract  acreage 
by  offering  canners  certain  guarantees  if  they  contracted,  or  attempted  to  contract 
with  growers  at  the  "support  prices".  In  other  cases  support  has  been  extended 

through  offers  to  buy  direct  from  the  grower  at  the  announced  "supoort  prices"  (for 
^ix^crrple^  in  the  case  of  dried  apricots,; 
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In  the  case  of  certain  other  crops  (sweet  cherries  for  canning-)  *7FA  in  collaboratic 
with  OPA,  amounced  the  grower  .prices  that  would  provide  the  basis  for  OPA  ceiling 
prices  on  the  canned  products.     However,  there  was  no  program  designed  to  assist 
growers  in  obtaining  such  announced  prices,  and  therefore,  such  prices  cannot 
properly  be  called  grower  w- support  prices." 

Paul  M*  Williams 
•  Acting  Chief 


PROCESSED  PRODUCTS  STAICAHDIZATION  AND  INSPECTION  DIVISION 


> 


HOTEjSi  '  ! 

Miss:  Ela  M.  Kinsey,  of  the  Rochester  office  presented  a  demonstration,  "Food 
for  0.  I,  Joe,tt:  at  a  Luncheon  Meeting  of  the  Organized  Housewives,  Syracuse,  New 
York,  on  October  16.    There  were  133  kronen,  dncluding  50  students  and  3  professors 
of  Syracuse  University,  who  attended  this  meeting  to  see:  Miss  Kinsey  demonstrate 
the  inspection  of  processed  foods  purchased  by  government  agencies. 

On  November  ll-j.,  Miss  Lucille  11,  Trudeau,  Chicago,  appeared  before  the  Council 
on  Administrative  Practice  of  the  American  Hospital  Association  meeting  at  the 
Knickerbocker  'Hotel,  Chicago*    Miss  Trudeau  explained  the  standardization  and  in- 
spection of  processed  foods  to  about  100  purchasing  agents  and  administrators 
from  hospitals  located  in  all  sections  of  the  country.    Following  her  explanation, 
she  demonstrated  the  grading  of  red  sour  pitted  cherries  and  canned  peas   in  accor- 
dance with  U»  S.  Standards  for  Grades.. 

F©-L.  Sbutherland,  Acting  Chiei 
VEGETABLE  MARKETING  DIVISION 

SURPLUS  j^MOVAL  PROGR^IS^  ' 

"Work  .is  now  being  carried  on  to  formulate  a  program  to- permit  purchasing  of 
fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  which  may  be  In  surplus  during  the  period  January  1 
through  June  J>0 ,~  19^!+*    Program  L-Bl+a  now  in  effect,  authorizing  such  purchases,  ex- 
pires on  December  ~^\\  19-4-5  f or  ^11  commodities  except  white  potatoes,  for  which  the 
period  of  purchase  extends  through  June*30,  19^5 •     Recommendations  have  been  re- 
ceived from  all  regional  supervisors  regarding  the  formulation  of  this  program.  It 
is  anticipated  that  the  new  docket  will  be  largely  a  ling,  the  lines  of  Prog  ran  L-Si+a 
except  that  there  may  be  a  provision  included  tc  permit  designated  processors  to 
purchase  a  surplus  commodity  directly  from  growers  in  areas  designated  by  OD  at  the 
minimum  prices,  grades,  and  such  other  specifications  as  may  be  required,  with  the 
"understanding  that  OD  would  purchase  the  finished  product  processed  from  the  desig- 
nated fresh  commodities  at  the  prices,  grades,  etc.,  determined  by  prior  contract 
with  processors. 

Limited  purchases  of  surplus  topped    beets  are being  made  in  the  Philadelphia- 
Bucks;  "County  area  of  Pennsylvania. 

Approximately  i+OO  carloads  of  onions  .have  been  purchased  in  western  states  for 
relief  purposes.  Onion  prices  have  now  advanced  to  a  level  as  high,  or  higher  than 
our  purchase  price.  Some  western  states  are  nov/  recommending  that  no  more  purchase 
be  made. 

191+5  GOALS 

""^Excellent  reports  are  being  received  from  regional  supervisors  on  state- goal 
meetings  attended  by  them.     It  is  anticipated  that  Y/ashington  Branch  representatives 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  assist  in  the  review  of  the  recommendation's  of  the  indi- 
vidual" states  when  these  are  received  by  the  Office  of  Production. to. make  such  sug- 
g%s£.ions  as  may  be  advisable  from  the  marketing  standpoint  in  order  to  point  out  tin 
danger  of  surpluses  and  at  the  same  time,  obtain  sufficient  production  to  meet  re- 
quirements.    The  Regional  Supervisor  reports  will  be  very  helpful  in  the  re  view ^ of ^ 
recommendations  from  the  field  and  in  following  up  with  later  meetings  in  the  field 
in  areas  where  adjustments  in  acreage  appear  necessary  to  meet  production  needs'  or 
a.yc id  marketing  problems. 
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j^GE^i^LES_F^R_C^MING 

In  connection  with  production  goal  meetings ,  it  was  announced  that  "Prices  to 
farmers  for  snap  beans,  sweet  corn,  green  peas,  and  tomatoes  grown  in  19U5  for 
canning  will  be  supported  by  the  TJar  Food  Administration  through  price-supporting 
contracts  with  canncrs  who  are  certified  by  State  agricultural  Conservation  Com*- 
mittees  as  agreeing  to  contract  with  farmers  for  at  least  the  specified  support 
levels  for  the  raw  products  and  by  the  acceptances  of  all  offers  of  such  canners 
to  sell  specified  products  to  the  administration.     The  farmer  who  contracts  With 
a  certified  canner  will  have  assurance  of  receiving  the  support  prices.     No  pro- 
vision will  be  made  for  obtaining  support  prices  in  any  other  manner,  and  no  obli- 
gation will  be  made  to  support  prices  for  uncontracted  products  at  any  level. 

"The  19^4-5  grower  support  prices  for  the  four  canning  vegetables,   on  a  national 
average  basis,  will  compare  as  follows  with  19*44  support  prices;  tomatoes,  the 
same;  corn,  5®  cents  a  ton  less;  peas,  03 *59  "  ton  lessi  "na  snap  beans  about  $10 
a  ton  less.     Detailed  schedules  of  194-5  grower  support  prices  for  the  vegetables 
for  canning  by  varieties,  grades,  sizes  and  producing  areas  will  be  announced  at 
an  early  date. 

"The  War  Food  Administration  will  accept  the  19^5  pack  of  canned  snap  beans, 
sweet  corn,  green  peas,  tomatoes,  and  torn? to  juice  of  designated  specifications 
offered  to  it  by  certified  canners  at  prices,  and  in  accordance  with  conditions, 
which  will  be  announced  at  a  later  date.     The  support  level  for  certified  canners 
who  purchase  raw  material  on  the  open  market  will  be  adjusted  for  any  raw  product 
costs  below  the  support  levels." 

The  19u5  grower  support  prices  announced  arc  on  a  national  average  and  should 
not  be  interpreted  to  mean  that  growers  in  a  11  areas  will  receive  these  prices. 
The  detailed  schedules  of  19U5  grower  support  prices  for  these  vegetables  for  can- 
ning are  being  worked  out  by  variety,  grade,   size,  and  producing  areas  and  will  be 
sent  to  the  field  for  discussion  with  growers  and  canners  immediately. 

Leonard  S.  Fcnn,  Chief. 

FRUIT  MARKETING  DIVISION 

£;^^i^ii_^rLE_niPORTS 

Imports  of  Canadian  apples  through  December  2  of  this  year  total  1,817  cars, 
compared  with  I84'  cars  through  the  same  date  last  year.     Of"  the  1,817  cars  this 
year,  about  517  cars  were  processor,  apples,  leaving  1,300  cars  for  the  fresh  mar- 
ket,  including  about  1+0  cars  placed  in  cold  -storage  in  IF.  S. 

IVXliABLf  ^UPPLIES_  0F_ DECIDUOUS  FRIJITS_ INCREASE  IN  I9UU 

Total  U.  S.  carlot  shipments  of  fresh  deciduous  fruits  from  the  19<44  pro- 
duction, through  December  2  this  year  (including  grapes,  but  excluding  cranberries, 
strawberries,  and  other- berries )  were  105,910  carsi   compared  with  75*700  cars 
through  the  same  date  last  year.     The  five  years  average,   1938**U2,  through  the  same 
date  was  103,977  cars. 

Total  I9U4  shipments  of  apricots,  plums  and  fresh  prunes,  and  peaches  were 
far  in  excess  of  19-43  shipments  and  of  the  five  year  average     shipments;  cherry 
shipments  were,  slightly  above  average.     Shipments  of  apples  through  December  2. 
totalled  27,152  cars,   compared  with  l6,95&  cars  in  19^3  anQ  "the  five  year  average 
of  2l;,990  cars.     Shipments  of  pears  through  December  2  totalled  lU, 575  errs,  com- 
pared with  13,701  cars  in  19U3  ana  the  five  year  average  of  13,913  cars.  Grape 
shipments  through  December  2  totalled  22,50lj-  errs,  c  om  p  a  red  with  21,802  c  a  r  s  m 
19U3  and  the  five  year  average  of  31,814-8  cars. 
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Total  19^4-  shipments  of  strawberries  were  only  1,3^4-8  cars,  compared  with 
2,523  cars  in  19^3  "t'n-e  five  year  average  of  6,114.9  'cars.     The  19UU  cranberry 

production  is  very  short  and  shipments  through  December  2  were  629  cars,  compared 
with  1,05^4-  cars  in  1943  an<^  ^he  five  "year  average  of  1,3U5  cars. 

D.  F.  McMillen,  Acting  Chief, 

FRESH  PRODUCTS  S  T.t  JTDARD  I  ZAT  I  ON  AUD  INSPECTION  DIVISION 

INSPECTION  OF^._3_S2^I^E^PEi:NUTS_;!T  j$in?PIN^POINT 

A  considerable  number  of  carloads  of  shelled  No.  1  peanuts  are  being  inspected 
at  shipping  point  under  our  cooperative  agreement  with  Alabama.     Some  are  also 
being  inspected  in  Virginia  and  a    few  in  Georgia,  Florida,  end  Texas,  Somo  straigh-1 
Federal  inspections  are  also  being"  made ' at  Houston,  Texas .     The  Alabama  Federal- 
State  Inspection  Service  will  endeavor  to  furnish  copies  of  certificates  or  list  of 
inspected  cars  tc  destination  markets  when  the  destinations  are  known*    T/hen  desti-: 
inspection  offices  have  reason  to  believe  that  cars  have  been  inspected  at  shipping 
point  thoy  should  wire  for  reports  either  to  T/ashingtcn  or  to  the  following  in- 
spection offices* 

Albany,  Georgia.  John  Phillips,  Room  216  Royal  Bldg.   (Mail  p.  0.  Box  85I). 

Harianna,  Florida  Paul  Eskew,  c/o  Georgia  Peanut  Co. 

Suffolk, Virginia  J.  P.  Thomas,  Federal-State  Inspection  Service  (MailjBox  3^9! 

Montgomery,  Alabama        John  A.  Curry,  515  Dexter  Ave. (Mail*  P,  O.Box  220.) 
Fort  "Ycrth,  Texas'  Cecil  L."  Rike,  ^11  TJ.  S.  Court  House. 

Houston,  Texas  Charles  D.  Shirley,  305  Federal  Office  Eldg.   (Mail:  P.  0. 

Box  1+021,  Franklin  Station. 

NOTES:   '     .  .  \ 

Mr.  Harry  A.  latent,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  inspections  of  fruit  and  vege- 
table deliveries  to  the  Navy  at  San  Diego,  California,  for  the  last  few  years,  is 
retiring  in  the  near  future.4  Mr.  Arenz  was  with  the  inspection  service  for  many 
years  at  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  and  went  from  there  to  San  Diego.     His  years  of 
capable  and  loyal .  service  have  served  as  an  outstanding  example  tc  the  younger  men,  . 
*7e  regret  to  have  him  leave  the  service,  but  he  has  well  earned  the  opportunity  to 
retire  from  active  work  and  be  with  his  family.     The  best  wishes  of  his  many 
friends  in  the  inspection  service  are  extended  to  him.     Mr.  L.  G.   C.  Peirce,  who 
has  been  assisting  Mr, 'Arenz  for  some  time,  has  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  in- 
spection work  at  San  Diego,  and  his  assistant  will  be  Mr.  Evan  T.  Evans.    All  mail 
addressed  to  the  San  Diego  office  should  be  sent  to  Navy  Provisions  Pier,  Foot  of  f 
"E"  Street,  San  Diego,  California.     The  post  Office  Box  928  has  been  discontinued.  ! 

Mr.  G.  R.  Blount's  home  address  is  now  7<U8  Fairacres  Ave.,  "Vestf ield,  N.  J. 
Telephone  V.estfield  2-3373R. 
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"EMPORARY  0RJ3RA50NAL  jffiADQUARTSRS^OF  SinPPING_POING_INSPECT_ION 
For  LONG  ISLAND  potato  reports  wire  Rochester  office* 

For  MASSACHUSETTS  apple  reports  wire  TTalter  Piper,  State  House,  Boston,  Mass. 

For  VIRGINIA  apple  reports  wire  Federal-State  Inspection  Service,  Lj.17  N.  Cameron 

Street,  Winchester*  Va. 

For  '."."EST  VIRGINIA  apple  reports  wire  Federal-State  Inspection  Service,  Berkeley 

Hotel  Bldg. ,  Martinsburg,  TT.  Va. 

E.  E.  Conklin,  Chief. 

MARKET  EETfiS  DIVISION 


Temporary  Field  Offices 

Location  In  Charge 


Commodity 


Opening  and  probable 
Closing  Dates 


Belle  Glade,  Fla.  * 
"Jest  Lake  Road 


D.  R.  Kali  Misc.  Vegs. 


Nov.  1  -  Dec.  20 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  * 
Ul2  P.   0.  Bldg, 

Idaho  Falls,  Idaho  * 
P.  0.  Box  166 


C.  B.  Miller        Misc.  F  &  V.  Oct.  31  -  Apr.  15 


Eugene  F.Paulson  potatoes 


Sept.  29  -  April  30 


Lakeland,  Florida  * 
Box  191 

Phoenix,  Ariz. 
602  Security  Bldg. 

Presque  Isle,  Maine 
Federal  Bldg. 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 
300  Terminal  Bldg. 

V-"aupaca,  His cons in  * 
Court  House 

He s lace,  Texas 

T.   C.  Bldg.  * 


H.  F.  '.Till son  Citrus 


J.  A.  Hunter        Misc.  Vegs 


S.  V,'.  Russell  potctoes 


B  .   I.  Burr ell  Potatoes 


Oct.  9  -  June  20 


Nov.  15  -  Jan.  5 


Sept.  12  -  April  30 


A.  L.  Thomas        Misc.  F  &  V  Aug.  28  -  May  31 


Sept,  5      March  31 


L.  IT.  Gillespie  Citrus  &  Vegs.        Oct.  16  -  May  31 


*    On  leased  wire 


C.  D.  Schoolcraft,  Chief. 


